
s�xc1  rabbi@rabbimanning.com                                    dbhbn ovrct - 5787

HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN

CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
SERIES 3: 63 - NON-JEWS, JEWS & MITZVOT - PART 1: NOACHIDES

OU ISRAEL/BEIT KNESSET HANASI - FALL 2026

A] BRIT - WHAT DOES IT MEANS TO BE JEWISH?

• As is well known, Rashi starts his commentary of the Torah with a resounding question.   What is the purpose of Sefer Bereishit?  Why

did the Torah not begin with the first specific mitzva to the Jews?

• One of the most central answers is the expression of Chazal - ‘Derech Eretz Kadma LeTorah’.  The revelation at Sinai and the Brit

Sinai1 defines a mode of connection to God rooted in command - mitzva and obligation.  It is highly detail oriented and formulated in

the rubric of ‘na’ase venishma’ - we will do it irrespective of whether we understand it, although we certainly strive to understand as

much as we can.  However, there were essential connections between man and God before Sinai - Brit Noach and Brit Avot2.  A deeper

understanding of these is critical to any understanding of what it means to be a human being and to be a Jew!

1. /uhfhbj ,t erhu uhjt vcab hf orct gnahu (sh)htsuc yuk ,t khmvk lkhk chhj ht vkta ktua ovrct vhv ukht vbv
if vaga vn tkt /// urhcj ,t khmvk hsfc vbfx epxc unmg ,t xhbfvk chujn ost iht tvs 'ruyp tuva vbgb vhv

 wohrahw utreb ,uctva ouan tuv ovrct(/vf vrz vsucg) 'kfav hp kg tkt vru,v hbhs hp kg tk v,hv o,dvbv kfa ubhhvu
rahvuvzu 'rauhv hp kg ohdvbun uhv 'vru, inz osue uhja ',uctv hhj kf ,ntcu ////rah ostv ,t vag ohektv hf /

 k"zj rntn ruthc(d"t y"p r"ehu)vb,hba osue sug rauhvu .rt lrs hp kg udvb,v ,uctva ubhhvu - vru,k vnse .rt lrs :
/vru,

 ohypan ,arp ;ux ikvk tren ka uyuap uvza vtrbu(ch:sf) :vumnvu vru,v ictv ,ujuk ,t lk vb,tuvumn tnkacs /
osue vru,c uc,fba ,uctv ka vru,v hruphxk thv vbuufva vtrbu ?wvru,vw vz vn kct 'ivc uuymba ,uumn ubhhv
hkc ukhpt ,uhjk lht ostk ohrun ukt ohruphx hf 'lrs vrun rnukf 'wvtruvw iuakn tuv vru, iuak hrva ubhhvu /,uumnv

/// /,whav huuhm
.rh,u 'ofk vzv asjvn khj,vk uk vhv ohekt trc ,hatrcn vru,v vkhj,v gusn vaev ,hatrc ahr h"ar vbvu

 ouanohud ,kjb ovk ,,k ungk shdv uhagn jfgusn cahhn er vz vrutfku /wufu uhbhgc rah ratk vb,bu vtrc tuv - wuf 
vfrmuv gusn icun ubht ihhsg 'tc ,arp sg wlk lkwn ,uharpv kf kct /wufu ,hatrc hagn hruphx ,t vru,v vthcv
'kkf vae tk ukt ,uharp kg ,ntca vtrb f"anpk kct !oukf h"ar .rh, tk vrutfk vz kgu /vz kfc lhrtvk vru,v
ukhpt guc,k rapt vz rcsu /.rt lrsvu rauhv hp kg ostv ,dvbv ,uhvk vfhrm vn ohsnk ubt uktv ohruphxvns

/e"usu 'vzc vmur er tuv ot sjt kf kufh vz rauh hp kg ,uhjk f"pgt kct 'ovk ub,hb tk ,uumna hp kg ;t hf 'ohhudvn
sh:sh ,hatrc ceghk ,nt

R. Ya’akov Kaminetzky explains that the narrative of the Avot is is teach us what it means to serve God without direct

command, but through sechel and yashrut! 

• As part of our ongoing examination of halachic and hashkafic issues in Sefer Bereishit, we will examine over the coming shiurim the

following key questions:

- What does it mean for non-Jews to be part of the Brit Noach and what are the implications of that relationship to us, as Jews?

- What is Brit Avot and what are its implications for our Judaism today?  The Avot clearly kept some ‘mitzvot’ and not others.  In what

way does that ‘Avot Judaism’ impact on our Avodat Hashem now that we also have Taryag mitzvot and Brit Sinai?

2. '.rtv ,tu ohnav ,t hkg hbt shgn - snug rzgkt ic xjbpvjpa ihc scg ihc vat ihcu aht ihc ktrah ihcu hud ihc
 /uhkg vrua asuev jur lf vauga vagn hpk kfv

h varp (ouka aht) vcr uvhkt hcs tb,

As a starting point, it is appropriate to quote this famous opinion in Chazal that whether a person is Jewish or
non-Jewish, they can foster a deep connection to God through their own choices and actions.

1. This is followed by the Brit Moav and the the Brit Har Eval and Har Grizim on entry to Eretz Yisrael. 

2. This comprises both the Brit Bein Habetarim and the Brit Mila
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B] THE 7 NOAHIDE LAWS - WHY ARE THEY IMPORTANT TO JEWS?

• It is well known that Judaism does not require the whole world to be Jewish!  Rather there are 7 major mitzvot3 that non-Jews have,

compared to the 613 for Jews.

• But why are are Jews interested in the Torah’s message to non-Jews? There are a few reasons:

(i) To understand the spiritual role of non-Jews in the world - as parties to Brit Noach. 

(ii) To know when the mitzva of Lifnei Iver applies to Jews as part of their dealings with to non-Jews.   

(iii) To engage in outreach to non-Jews to encourage them to fulfill their role as Noahides.

(iv) According to some poskim, non-Jews who wish to live in Eretz Yisrael must keep the 7 Noahide Laws.4

• The first Noahide conferences were set up in the 1980s by R. Meir Kahane and R’ Shlomo Carlebach. In 1990 R. Kahane was a

keynote speaker at the First International Conference of the Descendants of Noah in Fort Worth, Texas. After his murder that year, The

Temple Institute - Machon HaMikdash started to promote the Noahide laws.

• In the 80s and 90s, the cause of outreach to Noahides was also championed by R. Menachem Schneerson - the Lubvaticher Rebbe.5

The Rebbe called on his talmidim to bring the whole world6 to observance of the 7 Mitzvot.7

• In January 2004, the spiritual leader of the Druze community in Israel, Sheikh Mowafak Tarif, met with a representative of Chabad to

sign a declaration calling on all non-Jews in Israel to observe the Noahide laws.  The mayor of the Arab city of Shefa-'Amr (Shfaram) —

home to Muslim, Christian, and Druze communities — also signed the document.8

• There are now many organizations encouraging Noahides9 and many resources available.

C] TORAH AND MITZVOT - JEWS AND NON-JEWS

C1] ARE THERE NOACHIDES TODAY?

• Is there an actual status of Noahide today at all?  In fact, some commentators say no!

3. :;xuh r"ts(u:d euecj)  [oº)h«uD r´-T /H /u] Æv 3t 3r . 4rÀ4t s 4s ´« n 6h /u s´/n 3g'ounhhe tku jb hbc ovhkg ukchea ,umn gca vtr ?vtr vn - wufu
ovk irh,vu sng/

/jk tne tcc

One view in the Gemara appears to learn from a verse in Chabakuk that God released the non-Jews from the 7 mitzvot

since he saw that they were not able to keep them! 

4. /hrfbk vru, hrcs ihrxun iht
/dh vdhdj

Chazal rule that one may not teach Torah to non-Jews.
10

3. Useful sources on this topic include: The Obligation of Jews to Seek Observance of Noachide Laws by Gentiles: A Theoretical Review, Rabbi Michael J. Broyde -

https://www.jlaw.com/Articles/noach2.html#b1; The Seven Laws of Noah, by Prof. Aaron Lichtenstein; Law and The Noahides, Prof. Nahum Rakover - at

http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/vl/noahides/noahides01.pdf. 4.  See

https://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Non-Jews-are-forbidden-by-Jewish-law-to-live-in-Israel-chief-rabbi-says-449395 .  In 2016, Chief Rabbi Yitzchak Yosef make this statement in

response to Palestinian suicide attacks.  He suggested those who refuse to live by the 7 mitzvot could be deported to Saudi Arabia!  It certainly sounds like his comment was

focused not only at Christian communities but also Moslem.  The commentators debate whether Christianity is in breach of the prohibition of idolatry for non-Jews. Although almost

all poskim agree that Islam is NOT considered idolatrous in halacha, we will consider below whether it is an acceptable expression of the 7 Noahide Laws.

5. They had a reference to the Noahide Laws enshrined in a U.S. Presidential Proclamation 5956,  which was signed by President George H. W. Bush. The US Congress passed House

Joint Resolution 173 in celebration of The Rebbe’s 87th birthday and proclaimed April 6 1990 as "Education Day, U.S.A.".

6. There are strong kabbalistic connections between the 7 Mitzvot and the Sefirot - see

https://www.chabad.org/kabbalah/article_cdo/aid/380332/jewish/The-Mitzvot-of-Non-Jews.htm

7. R. Moshe Weiner compiled the Hebrew work 7 Mitzvot Hashem - see https://asknoah.org/books/sheva-mitzvot-hashem. The book was summarised in English in The Divine Code -

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0981481167?lv=shuf&channelId=500&plpRedirect=mhFallback/.  An older book on this is The Path of the Righteous Gentile by Chaim Clorfene

and Yaakov Rogalsky . See also

https://asknoah.org/video/rabbi-weiner

8. https://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/56379

9. See https://asknoah.org/; https://noahide.org/. See also The Amazing Journey of Jim Long, an observant Noachide - https://www.aish.com/jw/s/80405497.html

10. This becomes a practical question in the case of non-Jews who are in the process of conversion.  Many poskim restrict this ruling in practice to Torah Shebe’al Peh which means that

men in the process of conversion may not be able to enroll in a Yeshiva, where the main focus is learning Gemara.  However, this may be not be case for women who are generally

less focused on Gemara learning. See also in Section E9 below.
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5. ohcfuf scugk vru, hrcs ihrxun ihtrntsf v,hn chhj vru,c exugv ohcfuf scugs vhk euph, - ibjkt r"rvk vae vhv -
 ,u,hn ws wpc(oau /yb ihrsvbx)wzc tnh, hfu /kuafn i,, tk rug hbpkt rcug usnknvu 'v,hn chhj vru,c exugv ohcfuf scug 

 tre htvn ik tepbu /ovk orxunk tfht vumn tvu o,v x"av rntsf 'v,hn chhj ubhts uvshs ,umnostv o,ut vagh rat
 ovc hju(jh trehu)/////  k"hu /wufu vru,c exugu ohcfuf scug ukhpta - wostw tkt rntb tk huku ivf '

oa ,upxu,

Tosafot ask - surely one is permitted to teach a non-Jew about the 7 Noahide laws!?  In the Tosafot printed in our

standard edition of the Gemara, the answer is a technical one in the halachot of Lifnei Iver
11

.

6. ////osnkk ruxt ,uumn wz ;ts tre htvn ibhpkh ovk orh,vu vru, vb,ba rjt kct 'vru, vb,ba osue ubhhvs k"hu
/dh vdhdj cegh ihg rpxc xpsb ,upxu,

However, Tosafot printed in the Ein Yaakov gives a different answer - that the 7 Noahide laws ceased to be applicable at
the time of Har Sinai.  As such, the non-Jews are no longer bound by them and Jews may not teach them.

12
 

• This is a minority position.  Almost all commentators understand that non-Jews ARE still connected to God through the Brit Noach.

C2] NON-JEWS AND THE WORLD TO COME

7.- ,uyuhsv vgcrt //// /vabnu 'ctjt 'ogcrh - ohfkn vaka /tcv okugk ekj ovk iht ,uyuhsv vgcrtu ohfkn vaka
/hzjdu 'kpu,hjtu 'dtusu 'ogkc

c vban h erp ihrsvbx vban
The Mishna lists specific individuals who have no place in the World to Come.  One of these is Bilaam.

8. :rnut rzghkt hcr 'thb,s /thv gauvh hcr ?hbn ih,hb,n /u,t - hbhrjt tv /h,ts tnkgk h,t tks tuv ogkc(jh:y ohkv,)

/ohe«k7t h¬-j -f 6J oÀ)h«u ŒD;k 3F v3k«u ·t 6J)k oh ´)g 3J 6r UcUJ́3h vkutak ohgar ucuah /ktrah hgaup ukt - - ohekt hjfa ohud kfukt 
[hgaup]13 tkt rntb tk tkvu ?!ohud kfc rntb hfu :gauvh hcr uk rnt /rzghkt hcr hrcs 'ohhud ohekt hjfa ohud kf:tkt /

 /ohekt hjfa ohud kf ?uvbhb itn vkutak ohgar ucuah
/ve ihrsvbx

The Gemara understands that the Mishna follows the position of R. Yehoshua - that the righteous of the non-Jews have a
place in the World to Come.

9. //// c"vug ovk ah ,unutv hshxj ods k"hhes ;t 'wktrah kfw tfv rntes tvu[vcua,n d"p o"cnrf]ovca ohbubhc ukhpt od hrvu /
 /ogkc er ih,hb,nc hb, tksn 'c"vgk ekj ovk ah

t vban h erp ihrsvbx ,fxn ihfh - ktrah ,rtp,
The Tiferet Yisrael understands from the specific exclusion of Bilaam that even fairly mediocre non-Jews can also make

it into the World to Come!

10. rntba okmc trcba uk ,gsub vrh,h vcj /okmc trcba ost chcj rnut vhv [tcheg hcr] tuv(y ,hatrc) ohvkt okmc
/ostv ,t vag//// 

sh vban d erp ,uct ,fxn vban

The Mishna stresses that all humans were made in the image of God. 

11. /////kfav smn vz rcs ohgsuh ubhhv rcf 'if ubk urnta k"zr ka ause vp tkuk od hrvu /c"vgkj ivk ah g"vut hshxj k"hhes
thva e"v,c ihbhntnu ',hatrc rmuh ihrhfna sckna ivhshxjn vnf ohtur ubjbtu /uhagn kfc shxju uhfrs kfc wv ehsm hrvs
vsh kga 'dbuppnhtbgeetptv thmnva rgbgh shxjvf 'okug htc kfk r,uhc uchyhva ivn vnfu /ktrahk od j"d ihaugu ',hvkt
/cgrv ohngp vnf cfgna 'tptrhhtk kgpptyrtev thcva tetrsu /ihnunnu v,hnnu hkujn ost hbc ,uccr vnf ohkumhb
i"hxav ,phra khmvk uapb ,unk vrgva ihkfhhr shxjvf 'z"vgc kkf unk,ab tka ivn vnfu /xupsv ,t thmnva drgcbgyudu

!u"j ?!sudrpv rjtk c"vgk unkuah tk uktv ohkusdv ohagnv kfa s"x hfu ////

11. We looked in depth at the issue of Lifnei Iver in previous shiurim.

12. This answer also appears in the Hagaot haBach on Chagiga 13a and is quoted by a number of other Acharonim - see Shu’t Pnei Yehoshua YD 1:3 and EH 2:43, Maharit quoted in

Makrai Kodesh 63a, Chatam Sofer Commentary on OC 39.

13. The word hgaup appears in our text but was inserted by the Christian censor.  It goes against the meaning of R. Eliezer’s statement which is that all non-Jews lose the World to Come.   
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iht v"pt 'jb hbc ka ,umn wzv unhhea cd kg ;t k"bv ohshxjv ukt ;ts k",tu /vhrc kf rfa jpen iht tuv lurc ausev hrvu
vagn uag tksn v"pt 'dvub kcuhva inzc er cau, hrd ihkcen iht f"d z"kcu 'ohrhcj wd hbpc oukce tksn 'cau, hrdf obhs

 /c"vgkj ovk ah 'uag
d erp ,uct ,fxn zguc - ktrah ,rtp,

The Tiferet Yisrael
14

 was indignant that righteous, and even fairly ordinary, gentiles merit a place in the world to come!

He lists his of all-star favorites, who include Edward Jenner - who invented the smallpox vaccination, Sir Francis Drake

- who discovered potatoes(!), and Johannes Guttenberg - who invented the printing press.

C3] 3 HALACHIC CATEGORIES OF NON-JEWS - GOY, BEN NOACH, GER TOSHAV

12. :oh,ufc urntb ,ubuak wdh,ufu 'jb icu 'cau, rd /
- wcau, rdwiuhfu /cau, treb vzku ubhbhc cahh,vk r,un vzfu /// jb hbc uuymba ,umn gca ohhek ktrah ka s"cc kcea tuv 

 ch,fsf u,uhjvk ihuumn ubt tv hfu 'wvaugu vuumnw ukt ,umn gcac treb tuv s"cc ikchea(vk:vf trehu)[cÁ)J«u,,u rÍ.D «u ºC )T,eÉ4z5j67v,u] 
Q6)N:g h¼4j)u /

w - wjb icu ch,fsn vaugu vuumn ubhta hnf ovc iusb tuvu /unmgn o,ut ohhena ik ohes tkt s"cc okce tka tuv(u:d euecj)

 oº:h«uD rÉ.T4H4u ¿v )t )r . 7r½7t s 7s É« n ,h4u sÉ4n)g/// ,me uk ah rfa vaugu vuumn ubhta ;ta //// u,uhjvk ihuumn ubt iht tv hfu ///
 o,xu- wh,ufw///// ,umn gca ohhek rhvz ubhta tuv 

/y ,ufn t"cyhrv haushj

The Ritva categorizes 3 levels of halachic status for non-Jews:

• Ger Toshav - who has official accepted the 7 Mitzvot before a Jewish Beit Din.  They are bound - ‘metzuvim’ by the 7
Mitzvot and effectively accepted as part of Jewish society in Eretz Yisrael.

• Ben Noach - who has not formal accepted the 7 Mitzvot but has dedicated their life to live by them.  They have a status
of ‘aino metzuve ve’oseh’ but nevertheless receive reward for their actions.

• Kuti/Goy - a regular non-Jew who has not adopted the 7 Mitzvot. 

13. r /n7t4B 4J - k -t 3r 6G)h6k t3K 4t ,«u 6m )N /v 6u v 3r«uT /v kh )j6b )v t«k Ub -C /r v 4Jn(s:dk ohrcs)  c« eFg /h ,/K )v 6e v 3J 3r«unr 3t 6G )n r-H/D 6, )v6k v 4m«ur 3v k3f6kU -
 r /n7t4B 4J /,«uN Ht 3v(uy:uy rcsnc) r-D /F o 4f3Fv 3rUc 6D /v h )P )n Ub -C /r v 4Jn v3U )m i-f 6u /,«u 6m )nU v 3r«uT k -C /e6k «u,«ut ih )p«uF ih -t v3m 3r t«K 4J h )n k3cFt /

k3f 6C c 3J«uT r-D t 3r 6e)B /v tUv o 3,«ut k -C /e 6n /v 6u /d -r 3v-h k -C /e6h t«K 4J h )n k3f 6u / /j«b h-b 6C UU /y 6m)B 4J ,«u 6m )n k -C /e6k o3k«ug 3v h -t3C k3F , 4t ;«f3k
/oh )r-cFj v 3J«k 6J h-b 6p )C uh3k3g k -C /e6k Qh )r3m 6u /o«ue 3n

h vfkv j erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam rules that Torah was specifically given to the Jewish people and we many not force any non-Jew to accept

Judaism.  However, he rules that a non-Jew MAY be forced to accept the observance of the 7 Noahide Laws and is, at
least theoretically, subject to the death penalty before the Jewish court if they do not.  

14. ////o«ue 3n6k o«ue 3N )n r-c«ug «ut h /t 6r /g , /ch )J6h c -J«uh UK )pFt/u /Ubh-bh -C oh )c3f«uF h -s 6c«ug /jh)B /v6k Ub3k rUx 3t o 4vh-kFg v3ph )E /T k -t 3r 6G)h s/H 4J i /n 6z )C
 t3K 4t Ub-m 6r /t 6C r«cFg/h t«k v 3r«uj 6x )C  j«b h"b #C UU  y #m'B )J ,«u #m 'n g c )J uh+k+g k "C  e#H )J s g r /n7t4B 4J(dk:df ,una) W 6m 6r /t 6C Uc 6J-h t«kh )p6k UK )pFt 

ih -t k -c«uH /v i /n 6z )C t«K 4J k3cFt d -v«ub k -c«uH /v 4J i /n 6z )C t3K 4t c 3J«uT r-D ih)k 6C /e 6n ih -t 6u /c 3J«uT r-D v4z h -rFv ,«u 6m )n g /c 4J uh3k3g k -C )e o )t 6u /v3g 3J
s /c6k )C e 4s 4m r-D t3K 4t ih)k 6C /e 6n

u vfkv h erp vrz vsucg ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam rules that, if we have the power over Eretz Yisrael to control the country, we may not allow ANY idolators

in the country, even to travel or do business!  Rather, where possible, every non-Jew in Eretz Yisrael must accept the 7
Mitzvot and become a full Ger Toshav. 

15. r /n7t4B 4J ,«uk 6c«uH /v Uk 6y3C v 4G/b 6n y4c -J h )mFj/u s3D y4c -J 6u i -cUt 6r y4c -J v3k3D 4G )n(h:vf trehu) - 3vh 4c 6Jh k 3f6k . 4r 3t 3C r«ur 6S o 4,t 3r 6eUi /n 6z )C 
//// i3b 6e ), 6F ih )c 6J«uh i3KHF t3K 4t y4c -J 6C y4c -J ih )c3C 6rHg 6n Uh 6v)h t«K 4J tUv 6u / 3vh4k3g 3vh 4c 6J«uh k3F 4J

j vfkv h erp kcuhu vyhna ,ufkv o"cnr

However, the Rambam also rules that we only accept Gerei Toshav when the Yovel is applicable.

14. See R. Lipshutz's Attitude towards Non-Jews,  Rav Yitzchak Blau at

https://etzion.org.il/en/philosophy/issues-jewish-thought/rabbinic-thought/r-lipshutzs-attitude-towards-non-jews
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16.i 3,«ut v 4GFg/h 6u i 3,«ut k -C /e6H 4J tUv 6u /t3C /v o3k«ug3k e4k -j «uk J-h 6u o3k«ug 3v ,«uN Ht h -sh )xFj -n v4z h -rFv i 3,«uGFg/k r 3v 6z )b 6u ,«u 6m )n g /c 4J k -C /e 6n /v k3F
/g -r 6f 4v h-b 6P )n i 3t 3GFg o )t k3cFt /i 4v3C UU /y 6m)b o 4s«E )n /j«b h-b 6C 4J Ub -C /r v 4Jn h -s6h k /g Ub3gh )s«uv 6u v 3r«uT /C tUv QUr3C J«us 3E /v i 4v3C v3U )M 4J h-b 6P )n

/o 4vh -n 6f /j -n [tkt] [t«k 6u] o3k«ug 3v ,«uN Ht h -sh )xFj -n «ubh -t 6u c 3J«uT r-D v4z ih -t , /g /S /v
th vfkv j erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

Nevertheless, it appears that there is a status, even today, of Chasidei Umot HaOlam - non-Jews who are careful to live

by the 7 Mitzvot.  They receive a place in the World to Come, but only if they recognize that these mitzvot come from God
and now stem from the revelation at Sinai.  If they follow the 7 Mitzvot as a moral code based on Natural Law

15
, they are

NOT considered to be Chasidei Umot HaOlam.  Whether they are still seen as wise men of their society depends on a

famous textual dispute in the Mishne Torah.  The standard girsa of the Mishne Torah states that such philosophers are
not considered to be among the wise non-Jews o 4vh -n 6f /j -n [t«k 6u] o3k«ug 3v ,«uN Ht h -sh )xFj -n «ubh -t.  However, the Yemenite girsa of

the Mishne Torah states that they ARE considered to be wise - o 4vh -n 6f /j -n [tkt] o3k«ug 3v ,«uN Ht h -sh )xFj -n «ubh -t 6u.

According to the Rambam, there may be 4 halachic categories of non-Jews:

• Ger Toshav - who formally accepts the 7 Mitzvot before Beit Din.

• Ben Noach Chasid Umot HaOlam - who keeps the 7 Mitzvot as religious laws from Sinai. 

• Ben Noach Chacham Umot HaOlam - who keeps the 7 Mitzvot as Natural Law as the Brit Noach. 

• Kuti/Goy - a regular non-Jew who has not adopted the 7 Mitzvot. 

• It seems clear from most mefarshim that non-Jews remain bound today by the Noachide Laws.  This also appears to be the position

of the Shulchan Aruch.

17. /////  /r,un 'vxrxu unmgn tuv vjek otu /ubka vnvc xrxk ohcfuf scugk rnuk ruxtohcfuf hscugk rufnk r,unu
 //// ohrxut ahu /oxrxk o,ut vbue ohcfuf scugv htsucs cd kg ;t ohkudbr,u ,unvc

sh ;hgx v inhx vhcru vhrp ,ufkv rzgv ict lurg ijkua

The Shulchan Aruch rules that a Jew may not ask a non-Jew to neuter an animal.  It may even be prohibited to sell

animals to non-Jews when one knows they will be neutered!  This is based on the prohibition of Lifnei Iver - not to cause
others to sin - and the understanding that non-Jews are bound by a prohibition not to castrate animals.

16

• One of the pressing halachic questions on the establishment of the State of Israel was the permissibility permitting the on-going

presence of of non-Jewish idolatrous places of worship in Eretz Yisrael17.   

D] THE CONTENTS OF THE 7 NOAHIDE LAWS

D1] TORAH SOURCES

• A number of passages in Sefer Bereishit give hints and indications of mitzvot which are given to the non-Jewish world.

  

18.o ¹4v3k r 4nţ« H /u o̧h )v«k7t »o 3,«t Q4ŕ3c6h /u (jf) :oS3,«t t¬3r3C v­3c -e6bU r¬3f3z «u ·,«t t´3r3C oh­)v«k7t o4k¬4m 6C «u ºn6k /m 6C Æo 3s 3tS3v;, 4t oh³)v«k7t t 3̧r 6c)H /u (zf)
 :. 4rS3t 3v;k /g , 4G¬4n«r 3v v­3H /j;k3f 6cU o)h º/n 3G /v ;«uǵ 6cU Æo3H /v ,³/d 6s )C U ºs 6rU 3v·HJ 6c )f 6u . 4r­3t 3v;, 4t U¬t6k )nU U ²c 6rU U ¬r 6P oh À)v«k7t

t erp ,hatrc
God blesses (commands?) mankind to multiply and subdue the animal world.

19.) (zyo/+s +t 0+v1k g oh º'v«k3t w5v 6u m#h uUB­4N )n ¬W6k3fFt o«u²h 6C h À)F UB·4N )n k­/ft«, t¬«k g º3r3u c«uý Æ, /gÆ /S /v . À-g -nU (zh) :kS-ft«T k¬«f 3t i­3D /v;.S-g k¬«F )n r ·«nt-k 
 :sS3j 4t r¬3G3c6k U­h 3v 6u «u ºT 6J )t 6C é /c 3s 6u «u ·N )t;, 4t 6u uh­)c 3t;, 4t Jh º)t;c3zFgS/h Æi-F;k /g (sf) ///// ,U Sn 3T ,«u ¬n

c ,hatrc

God explicitly commands
18

 Adam to eat from trees
19

 other than the Etz HaDa’at.  He also decrees that man must leave his

parents and connect with his wife
20

.

15. Rabbi Broyde suggests that this may be the understanding of the minority position mentioned above that the non-Jewish world was ‘released’ from the 7 Mitzvot.   This would mean

that they are not bound to them by obligation but are still connected to them as Natural Law.

16. See Chelkat Mechokek ibid EH 5:8

17. See https://beithillel.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/18922545-1212014.pdf for an analysis of this, particularly the position of the first Chief Rabbi of the state, R. Isaac

Herzog who ruled that the state is obligated to safeguard Christian holy sites and guarantee that Christians can freely operate their churches without state interference.

18. Chazal derive, in Sanhedrin 56b and other places, all of the 7 Mitzvot from these and the following verses.  The ‘command’ is itself a mitzva to recognize God and respect his Name.

19. He was permitted only that which was not stolen - hence the mitzva of theft.

20. From this verse, Chazal learn the laws of immorality. ‘A man shall leave his father’ forbids his father's wife; ‘his mother’ is taken literally; ‘and cleave to his wife’ excludes another

man's wife, as well as a male; ‘they shall be one flesh’ excludes animals since children cannot be produced.
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20.Ær 4ntÆ«H /u Wh·)j 3t k 4c´4v h­-t i)h º/e;k 4t wÆv r 4nt³«H /u (y) :UvS-d 6r /v/H/u uh­)j 3t k 4c¬4v;k 4t i)h ²/e o 3e¬3H/u v º4s 3¬ /C o´3,«uh 6v )C Æh )v6hS/u uh·)j 3t k 4c´4v;k 4t i)h ­/e r 4nt¬«H /u (j)
h­)b«uFg k«u ¬s3D w ·v;k 4t i)h ­/e r 4nt¬«H /u (dh)//// :vS3n 3sFtS3v;i )n h­/k -t oh ¬)eFg«m Wh º)j 3t h́ -n 6S k«u µe 3,h·)G3g v´4n r 4nt­«H /u (h) :h )f S«b 3t h­)j 3t r¬-n«JFv h )T 6g º/s3h t́«k

 :t S«G6B )n
s erp ,hatrc

Kayin is found guilty of murdering his brother.

21.U ³j 6e)H /u v3B·-v , ­«c«y h¬)F o º3s 3tS3v ,«ub́ 6C;, 4t Æoh )v«k7tS3v;h-b 6c U ³t 6r)H /u (c) :oS4v3k U ¬s6KHh ,«u ­b3cU v·3n 3sFtS3v h́-b 6P;k /g c ­«r3k o º3s 3tS3v k´-j -v;hS)F Æh )v6hS/u (t)
t6ŕ/H /u (v) //// :vS3b 3J oh­)r 6G 4g 6u v¬3t -n uh º3n3h Úh 3v 6u r·3G3c tUv́ o­/D /J 6C o º3k«g6k Æo 3s 3tS3c h³)jUr i«uş3h;tS«k w Àv r 4nt«́H /u (d) :UrS3j3C r¬4JFt k ­«F )n oh º)J3b Æo 4v3k
 :xS3n 3j . 4r­3t 3v t¬-k 3N )T/u oh·)v«k7tS3v h́-b 6p)k . 4r­3t 3v ,¬-j 3G )T/u (th) ///// :o«u SH /v;k3F g­/r e¬/r «u ºC)k ,«́c 6J 6j /n Ær4mÆ-h;k3f 6u .4r·3t3C o­3s 3t 3v ,¬/g 3r v²3C /r h¬)F w ºv

u erp ,hatrc
God punishes the evil of the generation of the Flood, who abused women and filled the earth with violence.

22.k­/g 6u . 4r º3t 3v ,́/H /j;k3F k µ/g vº4h 6vS)h Æo4f 6T )j 6u o³4fFt /r«unU (c) :. 4rS3t 3v;, 4t U¬t6k )nU U ­c 6rU U ¬r 6P o²4v3k r 4nt«̄H /u uh·3b3C;, 4t 6u /j­«b;, 4t oh º)v«k7t Q4ŕ3c6h /u (t)
c 4G º-g e4ŕ4h 6F v·3k 6f 3t6k v­4h 6v)h o¬4f3k h º/j;tUv r´4JFt ÆG 4nÆ 4r;k3F (d) :UbS3T)b o¬4f 6s4h 6C o­3H /v h¬-d 6S;k3f 6c SU v²3n 3sFtS3v G ¯«n 6r )T r 4̧JFt Ák«f 6C o)h·3n 3G /v ;«uǵ;k3F

 (s) :k S«F;, 4t o­4f3k h )T¬/,3bUk0"ft«, t7«k «u /n +s «u 7J #p b #C r 8+G+C1Q  tś/H )nU UB·4J 6r 6s 4t v­3H /j;k3F s¬/H )n J º«r 6s 4t Æo4fh -, S«J 6p/b6k o³4f 6n )S;, 4t Q /̧t 6u (v) :
 (u) :o S3s 3tS3v J4p¬4b;, 4t J ­«r 6s 4t uh º)j 3t Jh )́t Æs/H )n o À3s 3tS3vQ·"p +<'h «u5n +S o/+s +t0+C oº+s +t 0+v o5 S 6Q "p«J(z) :o S3s 3t 3v;, 4t v­3G3g oh º)v«k7t o4ḱ 4m 6C h µ)F 

  :VS3c;Uc 6rU . 4r­3t3c U¬m 6r )J U·c 6rU Uŕ 6P o­4T /t 6u
y erp ,hatrc

After the Flood, as part of the Brit Noach, God commands Man not to eat flesh of a live animal, not to murder and to
have a court system for investigating murder.  He also commands man to multiply in the world.

23. uh º3rFj /t Æ«u,h -C;, 4t 6u uh³3b3C;, 4t v¹4U /m6h r 4̧JFt Ái /g /n6k uh À)T 6g /s6h h́ )F (yh)y·+P #J 'nU v /+e +s #m ,«u 7G?g k w ºv Q)r5)S 6Ur #n 0+J #uo º3v 3r 6c /t;k /g wÆv th³)c 3v i /g À/n6k 
:uhS3k3g r­4C )S;r 4JFt ,¬-t

jh erp ,hatrc

The punishment of Sedom is preceded by a definition of ‘Derech Hashem’ - to create a world of justice and fairness, the

implication being that Sedom failed in that respect. 

24.o«úkFj /C Q4k­4nh )cFt;k 4t oh²)v«k7t t ¯«c3H/u (d) :v S3r 3G;, 4t j ­/E)H /u r º3r 6D Q4k´4n ÆQ4kÆ4nh )cFt j À/k 6J)H /u tu·)v h ), ´«jFt «u ­T 6J )t v¬3r 3G;k 4t o²3v 3r 6c /t r 4nt«̄H /u (c)
 «u Àk r 4nt«́H /u v3k6h·3K /vk g0+C , k7@g #C tu/'v #u +T #j º e+k1r )J?t v5+< 't +v1k g 6, "n 7W#B 'v3,h­)G3g h¬)F 3,h º)t 3r v´3n o·3v 3r 6c /t;k 4t Q4k­4nh )cFt r 4nt¬«H /u (h) //// :

 (ch) :h S)T 6J )t r¬/c 6S;k /g h )bU ­d 3rFv/u v·4Z /v o«u ­e 3N /C oh º)v«k7t ,´/t 6r)h;ih -t e µ/r h )T 6r À/n 3t h́ )F o º3v 3r 6c /t Ær 4ntÆ«H /u (th) :vS4Z /v r¬3c 3S /v;, 4tvC+b #n +t1o d #u
:v 0+< 't#k h/'k1h 'v #T u h·'N 't1, c t5«k Q/ t tu º'v 6h 'c +t1, c hE',«j?t

f erp ,hatrc

Avimelech (and Paro) are punished for stealing another man’s wife.  Avraham also justifies calling Sarah his sister on

the basis that she was his paternal blood relative (whom a non-Jew is allowed to marry) but not his maternal relative.

25.o º3g 6n 3J 6F Æv 4s 3¬ /v;i )n Ut³3C c ¹«eFg/h ḩ-b 6cU (z) /////  : 3vS4B /g6h /u V­3,«t c¬/F 6J)H /u V²3,«t j ¬/E)H /u .4r·3t 3v th )́G6b h­)U )jS/v r«u ²nFj;i 4C ō 4f 6J V ¹3,«t t 6ŗ/H /u (c)
h ¹)Jh)k 6G /v o«u̧H /c Áh )v6h /u (vf) //// :v S4G3g-h t¬«k i­-f 6u c º«eFg/h;,S/C;, 4t Æc /F 6J)k k À-t 3r 6G)h 6c v 3́G3g vº3k3c6b;h S)F s ·«t 6n o­4v3k r /j¬)H /u oh º)J3bFtS3v ÆUc 6M /g 6,S)H /u
c ¹«eFg/h r 4nţ« H /u (k)//// :rS3f3z;k3F U ­d 6r /vS/H /u j /y·4C rh­)g 3v;k /g Ut¬«c3H/u «u ºC 6r /j Jh )́t Æv3bh )s h³-jFt h¹)u-k 6u i«uģ 6n )J c«eFg Â/h;h-b 6c;hS-b 6J Uj́ 6e)H /u oh À)cFt S«F o´3,«uh 6v S)C
h¬)bFt h­)T 6s /n 6J)b 6u h )bU ºF )v 6u Æh/k3g U ³p 6x 4t4b 6u r º3P 6x )n h́ -, 6n Æh )bFt/u h·)Z )r 6P /cU h­)bFg/b 6FS/C . 4r º3t 3v c´-J«h 6C Æh )bÆ-Jh )t 6c /v6k ḩ ),«t o´4T 6r /fFg »h )u-k;k 4t 6u i«uǵ 6n )J;k 4t

:UbS-,«ujFt;, 4t v­4GFg/h v¾3b«uz 6f /v U ·r 6nt«H /u (tk) :h S),h -cU
sk erp ,hatrc

Dina is kidnapped and raped, resulting in retribution from the Bnei Ya’akov.  Their reaction - killing the men of Shechem

- is criticized by Yaakov, but defended by the sons.   The Torah leaves it unclear as to whether their actions were

justified.

26.«u ­T )cU;«u Sb 6C rh¬)cFg /n ºW 6c t́-m 3N)h;tS«k (h) :oS-v 3v o¬)h«uD /v , ­«cFg«u, 6F ,«u ºGFg/k s´/n6k ),;tS«k Q·3k i´-,«b Wh­4v«k7t wv;r 4JFt . 4r º3t 3v;k 4t t́3C Æv 3T /t h³)F (y)
v4K·-t v -G«́g;k3F wv ,¬/cFg«u,;hS)F (ch) :oh S), -N /v;k 4t J­-r«s 6u h º)b«g 6S)h 6u Æc«ut k¬-t«J 6u r 4c·3j r­-c«j 6u (th) :; S-G /f 6nU J­-j/b 6nU i¬-b«ug 6n oh º)n 3x 6e o´-x«e J·-t3C

:Wh0)b+P 'n o/+,«ut Jh7'r«un Whe«k3t wv v)K º"t +v ,5«c"g«uT  v 6k k #d 'cUJ´-r«uh Æv 3T /t r³4JFt v4K À-t 3v ó)h«uD /v h́ )F (sh)  :Whe«k7t wv o­)g vº4h 6v S)T oh )́n 3T (dh) 
:Whe«k7t wv ­W6k i /,¬3b i º-f t́«k v ¾3T /t 6u Ug·3n 6J)h oh­)n 6x«e;k 4t 6u oh¬)b6b«g 6n;k 4t o º3,«ut

jh erp ohrcs
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The Torah is clear that the non-Jews in Canaan were expelled (partially) due to their practice of magic and necromancy.

27.uhbcc sghu (df) /ypanv ,tu gsh rat ,uumnvu ,ueujv kf ,t uhbc hbc ,t s -nkk jub kjv ohragu vbunav kcuhc (cf)
,t runaku 'uvgr ,t aht cuvtk 'otv ,tu ctv ,t scfku 'otruc ,t lrcku 'o,uurg rac ,uxfku 'esm ,uagk

 /.rtv kg kucnv tc vktv ohrcsv ,auka kkdc hf (sf) /vkuug kfnu vtnuyu ohbubz kfn ovh,uapb
z erp ohkcuhv rpx

A very early (2nd Temple) source for the concept of Noahide Laws is the Sefer HaYovlim.  It lists among the laws taught
by Noach to his family - justice, modesty, sexual propriety, honor parents and loving their fellow man.

21
  

D2] THE RABBINIC ANALYSIS OF THE 7 MITZVOT - GENERAL OVERVIEW

28.vhbbj hcr /hjv in rctu 'kzdu 'ohns ,ufhpau ',uhrg hukhd 'vrz vsucg 'oav ,frcu 'ihbhs :jb hbc uuymb ,umn gca :ibcr ub,
rzgkt hcr /// ;uahfv kg ;t :rnut iugna hcr /xurhxv kg ;t :rnut teshj hcr /hjv in osv kg ;t :rnut kthknd ic

 /ikhtv ,cfrvcu vnvc ,gcrvc tkt ihruxt ihtu 'ohtkf gurzku 'ohtkf auckk jb hbc ihr,un /ohtkfv kg ;t :rnut
/ub ihrsvbx

The list of mitzvot which bind non-Jews is set out in Sanhedrin 56a. It includes the 7 classic prohibitions:

1. The obligation to enforce laws. 2. Not to take God’s name in  vain. 3. Idolatry. 4. Prohibited sexual activity. 5. Murder
and injury. 6. Theft. 7. Eating flesh taken from a living animal. Added to that list are other opinions which also include:

Eating blood taken from a living animal, castration, witchcraft and associated superstitions, and some forms of

cross-breeding.

29.,jtu 'ohrfzk vcu,f ihc,uf ihta ,jt /vaka tkt ihnhhen ihtu jb hbc ovhkg ukcea ,umn ohaka ukt - rnt tkug
/vru,v ,t ihscfna ,jtu 'ihkuenc ,nv rac ihkeua ihta

/cm ihkuj

Chazal elsewhere refer to 30 mitzvot
22

 which apply to Bnei Noach, but names only three which they do keep. (i) They do

not make formal marriage contracts between men and men; (ii) they do not sell human flesh publicly (even if they do eat
it!); and (iii) they give honor to the Torah.

30. ktrah hbc ubhjt shca vn ,uut,vk tka///// 'vc ihchhujn okugv hbc kf od /,ucebu ohrfzc 'inz kfcu ouen kfc ,dvubu
gca ka iucajv vzc hbc vgy, ktu /okugv hbc kf ovhkg uuymba ,uumn gcav in ,jt thva kzd ,umnk ;bg thva hpk

 sunk,c rfzunvu gushv jb hbc ,uumn(:ub ihrsvbx) ,ntc hf 'vcrv ohyrp ivc ah kct ',ukkf ihgf iv gca i,utaunf /
'otv in ,ujt ruxhtu 'ot ruxht iudf ohyrp vc ahu ',jt vumnk kkf lrs ovk cajb ,uhrgv ruxhta tmun v,ta

 vnvc 'rfzu 'ct ,atu 'aht ,at ruxhtu(:jb oa)vnfu vnf vc ahu ',jt vumn ovk cajb ukuf vrz vsucg ihbg ifu /
///// ohyrp

zy, vumn ibj,tu ,arp lubhjv rpx

The Chinuch makes clear that the ‘7 Mitzvot’ are in fact 7 categories of mitzvot
23

 and include many specific sub-mitzvot.

In fact the ‘7 Noachide Laws’ include around 60 of the 613 mitzvot - around a quarter of those applicable today.

• Is there a concept of ‘shogeg’ in Noahide laws?24  If not, would we be better off NOT educating them?

• Is there a concept of ‘ones’ in Noahide laws or are they required to die rather than break them25?

E] SPECIFIC ISSUES ARISING IN THE 7 MITZVOT

• Many specific she’elot arise in the application of the 7 Mitzvot26.  These would of course be relevant to a diligent Noahide asking

halachic questions. In practice, the main application of these questions is in the area of Lifnei Iver for Jews.  We are not permitted to

cause a non-Jew to do anything which is prohibited for them.

21. Note also Acts 15:29 in the Christian New Testament, which lists the laws incumbent on non-Jews as abstaining from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled

animals and from sexual immorality.  The rules on meat and blood were still enforced by the Church up to the medieval period but have now lapsed.

22. There is a debate as to whether these 30 include the 7 Mitzvot or are additional, and whether they are binding now, or will be in the future.  See Rabbi Broyde’s article op cit fn 2. 

23. See the explanatory booklet at https://asknoah.org/wp-content/uploads/7-Laws-Outreach-Booklet-AskNoah.pdf.  The details in the footnotes in Section E below are taken from

this booklet.  Many of those details are subject to halachic debate and discussion, so I have introduced them with the expression ‘could include’.

24. Minchat Chinuch 232 says that a Noahide has no liability for an unintentional sin.  Other disagree - see Broyde fn 22 and 23.

25. The Ba’al HaTurim learns that Adam was guilty for eating from the Etz HaDa’at even though Chava beat him up physically until he agreed.  

26. See The Torah’s Instructions to Non-Jews—The Laws of Bnei Noach, Rabbi Yirmiyohu Kaganoff at https://www.yeshiva.co/midrash/14572.  See also

https://www.yeshiva.co/midrash/45698
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E1] DINIM

• Non-Jews are required27 to set up a court system to enforce law.  What is the extent of this obligation?

• Rambam28 rules that they must set up a system to enforce the 7 Mitzvot.

• Ramban29 rules that the system must be extended to include broader monetary requirements, such as fraud, overcharging,

repayment of debts etc.

• Rema30 rules that their system must incorporate all of the halachic laws of Choshen Mishpat!

• According to the Rema, a Noahide would be required to sue only in a Beit Din.  Furthermore, to take money awarded in a secular

court according to secular law would be theft!  Most poskim do not follow the Rema and rule that a non-Jew may sue in secular court.31 

• May a non-Jew become a secular lawyer?  May a Jew act for non-Jews in a secular court?

• A non-Jew would be obligated to keep dina demalchuta eg tax codes, traffic laws, building or zoning codes, and regulations against

smuggling.

• Bribing a non-Jewish judge to rule dishonestly would be prohibited for Jews and non-Jews.  Paying a corrupt non-Jewish judge to rule

fairly according to the law would be permitted according to some poskim!32

E2] AVODA ZARA

• How do the laws of idolatry differ for Jews and non-Jews33.  In particular, does the principle of ‘shituf’ - worshipping God alongside

some other intermediary body - apply to non-Jews.  This has major implications for Christianity and whether it is permitted to enter into

business partnerships with non-Jews.

• Some poskim34 rule that shituf is permitted for non-Jews.  Others prohibit it35 and rule that any Trinitarian Christianity is idolatry.

• Is a Noachide permitted to develop their own monotheistic religion - eg Islam - or do they have to worship as a ‘pure Noahide’?

• Is Buddhism idolatrous?  Hinduism? Who does one ask - theologians or simple believers? 

• Can one enter places of non-Jewish worship?  For what reasons?  Can one sleep overnight in a monastery hostel?

E3] MURDER AND INJURY

• Does it include36 abortion?  For non-Jews only - o­3s 3tS3C o º3s 3tS3v o´/S ÆQ -p«J?

• Does it include suicide?  Mercy-killings?

E4] EVER MIN HACHAI

• Does it include37 eating blood from a live creature?  Does it include eggs38? 

27. The mitzva of setting up a court system for Noahides could include: Oversight over the courts to be sure that only proper and expert judges are appointed, and that the judges do not

act corruptly or unrighteously; A structure of “appeals” or “referral” courts; Every individual must abide by a properly rendered legal decision he has received;  It is forbidden for an

individual to carry out judgments and punishments against others (vigilante justice); One must pursue a legal case within the legal system that has jurisdiction over the matter;

Standards of evidence; Anyone who is known to transgress any of the Noahide Commandments is not to be considered as a reliable witness in capital cases; All judges must deliver

righteous judgments, and opposing claimants must be treated equally in all ways; Bribing a judge is forbidden, and judges may not take bribes; In civil cases, one should seek

arbitration, mediation or other means of finding an amicable settlement or compromise.

28. Hilchot Melachim 9:14.

29. Ramban on Chumash 34:14.

30. Shu’t Rema 10.

31. See Shu’t HaEmek Shaylah 2:3 and Chazon Ish, Bava Kamma 10:1.

32. See Shu’t Chatam Sofer 6:13.

33. The mitzva of idolatry for Noahides could include: The obligation to recognize and believe in the One God; The obligation for a person to obey what he is commanded by God; The

obligation for a person to pray to God (at the very least in times of need; The prohibition of serving idols, either instead of or in combination with God; The prohibition of making,

owning, or selling an idol; The prohibition of swearing in a name of an idol; The prohibition of following the idolatrous customs of those who serve idols; Soothsaying, divination,

sorcery and necromancy are included in this prohibition.

34. Rema YD 156.

35. Shu’t Nodeh BeYehuda Tinyana YD 148. 

36. The mitzva of murder/injury for Noahides could include: The prohibition of murder; abortion; euthanasia; causing mortal injury, and partners in murder;  The prohibition of suicide;

When it is permitted to sacrifice one’s life for one of the Seven Noahide Commandments; The laws of a pursuer and self defense; The laws of intentional and unintentional killing,

and killing through negligence or under duress;  The prohibition of causing personal injury or damage; The prohibition of endangering oneself or another; The obligation to save a

person’s life; The prohibitions of embarrassing another person; evil gossip, and tale-bearing; The laws of reproductive sterilization and contraception.

37. The mitzva of ever min hachai for Noahides could include: The prohibition of separating meat from an animal (mammal or bird) that is living or in the process of dying; Consuming

such meat before or after the animal’s death; Deriving benefit from meat separated from a living animal; Restrictions on causing suffering to a living creature; The prohibition of

mating different species of animals; The prohibition of grafting different species of fruit trees.

38. See Shu’t Chatam Sofer YD 19 brought by Pischei Tshuva YD 62:1.  Eggs are specifically permitted by the Torah to Jews and there is usually an active principle of ‘leika midi’- that

there cannot be something which is permitted to a Jew but prohibited to a non-Jew.  On that basis, non-Jews would be permitted to eat kosher eggs, but would they be allowed

non-kosher eggs?  If there is no principle of bitul for the 7 mitzvot, this could even include any products containing even small amounts of those egg products. According to this
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• Was this commanded to Adam or only Noach?  Was Adam allowed to eat the meat of a dead animal?

• When is an animal considered ‘dead’ for a non-Jew?  Shechita?  Becoming still?

• Is a Noahide permitted to eat from kelim which have had Ever Min haChai cooked in them?  If not39, how can they eat at non-kosher

restaurants.  Do they have to eat out only vegetarian!?

E5] BLASPHEMY

• Which names are included40?

E6] THEFT

• Applies41 to the tiniest amount

• Includes many sub-categories eg paying workers on time

E7] ARAYOT

• Includes42 many sub-categories eg homosexuality, bestiality, incest and others.

E8] OTHERS

• Can a non-Jew graft a tree or even own a grafted tree?  Can a Jew sell him one?

• May a non-Jew be a fortune-teller or is that included in the prohibition of nichush?

E9] MAY A NON-JEW PERFORM A ‘TARYAG’ MITZVA?

31./V 3,3f6k )v 6F V 3,«uGFg/k «u,«ut ih )g6b«un ih -t /r3f 3G k -C /e6k h -s 6F v 3r«uT /v ,«u 6m )n r 3t 6G )n v3u 6m )n ,«uGFg/k v3m 3r 4J /j«b i 4C
h vfkv h erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam rules that a non-Jew who wishes to perform a mitzva (other than the 7 mitzvot of Bnei Noach) in order to

receive spiritual reward should not be discouraged.

32.o )t kj /v ,«unh )n o«uh 6C UK )pFt , /c 3G 4J owwUF /g i-f 6u /s /c6k )C i 4v3K 4J ,«u 6m )n g /c 4J 6C t3K 4t e«xFg/h t«k /v 3,h )n c3H /j v 3r«uT /C e /x3g 4J owwUF /g
, 3S J -S /j6k i 3,«ut ih )jh)b 6n ih -t r3c 3S k 4J «uk3k 6F /«un 6m /g6k s-g«un v 3G3g o )t r /n«uk Qh )r3m ih -t 6u /v 3,h )n c3H /j ,3C /J «un 6F «un 6m /g6k Uv 3t 3GFg
e /x3g o )t 6u /g /r 6d)h t«k 6u ;h )x«uh t«k 6u «u, 3r«u, 6C s«nFg/h «ut /,«u 6m )N /v k3F k -C /eh )u e 4s 4m r-D v4h 6v)h «ut t3K 4t /i 3T 6g /S )n i 3n 6m /g6k ,«u 6m )n ,«uGFg/k 6u

:d 3r7v4b «ubh -t k3cFt /v4z k /g v 3,h )n c3H /j tUv 4J «u,«ut ih )gh )s«unU «u,«ut ih )J6b«ug 6u «u,«ut ih )F /n /r3c 3S J -S )j «ut , /c 3J «ut v 3r«uT /C
y vfkv h erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam rules that a non-Jew may NOT learn Torah
43

, keep Shabbat
44

 or make their own religion or religious
holidays.

• Is a Noahide allowed to undergo a circumcision as a mila or is this a prohibition of injury?

position there would be a question of whether a Jew sell those eggs to a non-Jews due to the prohibition of lifnei iver . Could they serve eggs to non-Jews as an omlette chef? 

39. Shu’t Chatam Sofer YD 19 says that this is prohibited and there is not even a halacha of aino ben yomo.  So waiting 24 hours will not help! Most poskim disagree.

40. The mitzva of blasphemy for Noahides could include: The obligation to respect God’s Name; The obligation to fear God; The prohibition of cursing God; The prohibition of swearing in

vain (eg taking a vain oath, or swearing to a false promise or statement); Which vows may be annulled, and the justifications and methods for doing so.

41. The mitzva of theft for Noahides could include: The prohibition of (secretive) theft and (open) robbery;  The obligation to return a stolen object, and restitution for theft; The

prohibitions of assisting a thief or benefiting from stolen items; Saving a life overrides the prohibition of theft, but the amount taken should be paid back if possible; retrieving a

stolen object; Theft through false measurements; The prohibition of cheating or misinforming another person; The prohibition of extortion, and forcing a purchase; Laws of

borrowing, renting, and safeguarding an entrusted object; Stealing or encroaching upon real estate property; The prohibition of kidnapping; Bodily injury and damaging another

person’s property; Delinquent debts, and withholding a worker’s wages; The laws pertaining to an ownerless object; Gambling and other activities that are similar to theft.

42. The mitzva of sexual immorality for Noahides could include: Categories of forbidden sexual partners and sexual acts; The prohibitions of homosexual and bestial relations; The

prohibition of relations with other men’s wives; Partners with whom there can be no status of marriage; Precepts related to marriage, fornication, and divorce; Precepts related to

spilling semen and contraception; Guarding against forbidden relations, and following ways of modesty;  Prohibitions related to being alone with a forbidden partner - Yichud.

43. This is a massive topic in itself - see Teaching Torah to Non-Jews, R. J. David Bleich, Contemporary Halakhic Problems 2:311-341.

44. A non-Jew in the process of conversion is instructed to break Shabbat.  However, some Batei Din rule that, since the day for non-Jews runs from sunrise to sunrise, the laws of

Shabbat for non-Jews end only on Sunday morning.  As such, the non-Jew can keep a regular Shabbat and their havdala on Motzash is considered breaking ‘their Shabbat’.  This

advice was given to me by the London Beit Din when we hosted someone in the process of conversion.  
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